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Introduction (‘Hip hop don’t stop’)

̶ 4 traditional elements (MCing, DJing, 
breaking, graffiti) – 5th element: knowledge

̶ in 2023 the anglophone world celebrated 
50 years of hip hop culture (1973 – Bronx 
street parties) 

➢ The Hip Hop museum in NYC 

➢ Archival turn in hip hop 

̶ 40 years in Europe (1984 – first tracks in 
France and in Czechia) > from 90s, 
evolution from underground movement into 
the mainstream culture (pop rap)
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European hip hop studies network

̶ Country Representative for Czechia

https://europeanhiphopstudiesnetwork.w
ordpress.com/countries-and-
regions/czech-republic/

̶ Hip hop Pedagogy Project > based
on horizontal exchange and the 
research that has shown that hip hop 
culture helps teachers to foster
inclusion, gender equality, critical
thinking and a concern for the (urban) 
environment > enchancing active 
citizenship and intercultural dialog
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Searching for Czech hip hop/rap scene actors

̶ Ladislav Poeta Zeman: Českej rap 
(2023) – focus mainly on Bohemia
and ‘old school’ scene

̶ NLP Pilot Study Foundation: Denisa 
Spáčilová's 2025 thesis where she 
completed by Zeman’s list of rappers 
the Genius-based corpora creation 
process (see below) and mapped 
Southern Moravia (Brno-area) 
rappers & collected 50 authorized 
texts from 10 artists via surveys, 
forming small Czech RapCor
Moravian Rappers corpus on Sketch 
engine
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RapCor project – Cultural Preservation Goal

• extra-linguistic efforts (from 2015) aim to archive 
francophone (and now also Czech) hip-hop 
textual and biographical elements, countering 
data loss from evolving internet/media

• includes dematerialization of CD/vinyls 
(scanning, OCR)

▪ In collaboration with Digitalia MUNI ARTS (local 
node within the LINDAT/CLARIAH-CZ project -
Digital Research Infrastructure for Language 
Technologies, Arts and Humanities), from 2022, 
a professional database was designed to 
become the new RapCor repository
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Project Origins and Linguistic Goals

• Francophone RapCor project (from 2009)

➢ First motivation was a lack of disponible tools for translation of non-
standard French

➢ starting with 300 semi-manually transcribed lyrics from booklets of CDs 
and vinyls (operated through Bonito client application)

➢ now at 1,360 annotated texts accessible via Sketch Engine as 
RapCor1360 made by students (non-native speakers of French) for 
students – EOTO model of learning (each one teach one)

➢ to avoid frequent inaccurracies and improve tagging and comprehension – 
creation of specific pipeline with special tagset and dictionary co-created 
by students working on rap lyrics 
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Genius.com based corpora – ‘boosted’ serie

➢ Combining qualitative tools with quantitative aspects

➢ RapCor boosted v1 (created in 2024 by scrapping
francophone rap lyrics) – 90,909 texts from 5,851 primary
artists (52,919,647 tokens)

➢ Useful tool for observing tendencies in diffusion of identitary
neologisms/slangisms (rappers as trend-setters)

➢ Lack of ressources for Czech – replication of the same
methodology on the Czech rap lyrics
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Getting texts

▪ Identification of discography 

pages (discographic informations published on 

monthly basis)

▪ Extracting album links (album IDs)

▪ Finding primary artists of respective album’s 

songs (to avoid integration of non-rappers who 

made featurings with rappers)

▪ Downloading all songs of selected artists

▪ Filtering out instrumental and non-Czech songs

▪ Contrary to French, complementary source for 

Czech artists IDs was the curated list of Czech 

rappers popular on Spotify
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Czech RapCor boosted v1 language processing
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̶ Czech morphology
tagger desamb

̶ Lexical Computing
pipeline for sentence 
splitting and gender-
preserving lemmatization

➢ finer-grained linguistic
analysis as French 
tagger
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Basic statistics of Czech and French 
RapCor Boosted v1
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Number of songs in respective years, comparison between 
French (blue) and Czech (red)
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Number of songs in respective years in Czech RapCor
boosted v1 > diachronic disbalance
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Author Imbalance

̶ recently
deceased 
rapper Protiva 
dominates 
(443 songs as 
primary artist, 
6.1%)

̶ top 8 artists 
cover quarter 
of corpus (in 
French's top 
65)
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Preminary Results

̶ comparison of keywords from the Czech RapCor Boosted v1 
corpus with the Czech Web 23 reference corpus : 

̶ a high concentration of phenomena that can be described as 
authentic spoken word in written form (key feature of rap 
corpora in general).

̶ unsuccessful lemmatization (i. e. for forms chtěj, cejtim, píčo > 
píč, love > lov, more > mor, vole > vole/vůl)
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Conclusion

̶ The creation of Czech RapCor boosted v1 corpus represents
a significant step toward the systematic archiving and 
linguistic analysis of Czech hip hop scene

̶ Extension to other languages (Croatian, Slovene and German 
boosted corpora currently in work at NLP FI MU); priority to 
Slovak (many featurings with Czech artists) and Polish 
(scientific collaboration)

̶ New data for improving NLP tools (written colloquialisms and 
non-standard language evolution)
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